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O 012330Z JUN78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION SINAI 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION USNATO 
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AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
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USCINCEUR 
JCS WASHDC 0000 
CIA WASHDC 0000 
NSC WASHDC 0000 
SECDEF WASHDC 0000 
USICA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS POUCH 

UNCLAS STATE 139327 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD, TEL AVIV FOR PAO, DELIVER BY 9 A.M. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 1, 1978 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR JUNE 1, 1978. 

FYI ONLY, SPOKESMAN TODAY LAS HODDING CARTER III. 

Q. THIS MORNING CHAIM HERZOG ON NBC MADE TWO CHARGES, ONE 
ABOUT THE SAUDIS BEING THE LARGEST ARMS PURCHASER AND THE 
OTHER ABOUT THE CUBANS IN SYRIA A FEW YEARS AGO. COULD YOU 
TELL US THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WITH GOLDMAN THIS 
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MORNING? 

A. YES. I CANT TELL YOU THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING. HE 
ASKED FOR THE MEETING. AND, OF COURSE, WE WERE HAPPY 
TO SET IT UP. 

Q. DO YOU CONCUR WITH HIS ESTIMATE THAT THE SAUDIS ARE 
THE BIGGEST ARMS PURCHASERS IN THE WORLD. AND DO YOU 
HAVE ANYTHING ON THEIR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE FRENCH FOR 
THE MIRAGE? 

A. ON THE FIRST THING, I DONT HAVE MUCH ON IT. 

ON THE QUESTION OF THE MIRAGE SALE, WE DID SEE BOTH THE 

AMBASSADOR'S STATEMENT AND WE'VE SEEN OTHER STATEMENTS 
ON THIS. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM IT. 

WE WOULD NOTE THAT BOTH THE SAUDI ARABIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, 
PRINCE SAUD, IN PARIS. WITH KING KHALID AND DEFENSE 
MINISTER PRINCE SULTAN IN RIYADH, HAVE DENIED THAT THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS REACHED ANY AGREEMENT WITH THE 
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FRENCH GOVERNMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MIRAGES. 

SECRETARY BROWN IN A LETTER. YOU MAY RECALL, ON MAY 9 SAID 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED ASSURANCES 
FROM THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT THAT IT WILT. NOT - 
DOES NOT INTEND TO ADD TO ITS INVENTORY OF COMBAT 
AIRCRAFT FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WHILE IT'S PREPARING FOR 
AND RECEIVING THE 60 F-15'S. THAT GOES THROUGH 1984. 

WE HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THEY'RE NOT GOING TO LIVE 
UP TO THOSE ASSURANCES. 

ANOTHER QUESTION THAT WAS RAISED BY THE AMBASSADOR WAS 
THE QUESTION OF FINANCING THE PURCHASE OR CO-PRODUCTION OF 
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ADVANCED AIRCRAFT FOR EGYPT. PRINCE SAUD ALSO DENIED 
THAT. 

WE HAVE NO INFORMATION TO CONTRADICT THAT DENIAL. THERE 
ISN'T, HOWEVER, ANY AGREEMENT THAT THEY CANT DO THAT, 
INCIDENTALLY. 

Q. BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD NOT BE CONCERNED IF 
THEY PURCHASE FROM FRANCE? 

A. WELL, THE QUESTION DOESN'T ARISE. THEY ARE NOT, AS 
FAR AS WE CAN TELL. 

Q. ON THE CUBANS? 

A. I DONT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT. 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT ISRAEL HAS MADE STRENUOUS PROTESTS 
TO DELETE FROM THE NATO COMMUNIQUE ANY REFERENCE TO 242? 

A. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTION. 

Q. AND THE UNITED STATES WAS ON THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE, 

SO WHAT’S THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES? 

A. WE, AS EVERYBODY DID, WENT ALONG WITH THE LAST 
COMMUNIQUE. THE POSITION IS ONE WE ENDORSE. VANCE 
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